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cople of England = 


IN THEIR 


| Preſent Circumſtances 
] CONSIDERED: 


E SHEWING, 


Wow far they are, or are not Obliged 


BY THE 


Oath of 4 Nlegiance. 


LOND OO N: 


rin xd, and are to be ſold by Randall Taylor near 
F- = Stationers-Hall. 1689. 
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People of England 


Preſent Circumlfances 


CONSIDERED, &c. 


ING FJames, rightful Heir of the Crown, by the 
death of his Brother, enters into the full poſſeſſion, 
has all the Rights, Dues, and Prerogatives of a King 
of England, and all his SubjeCts are bound to him by 

their Oaths of Allegiance. He ſelects and chooſes out of his Sub- 

Qs as many as he pleaſes. He forms theminto a regular Army, 

maintains them,truſts,and depends upon them to preſerve and ſecure 

to bimſelf all his-Rights, 'and. Intereſts. The reſt of his. Subj&s 
neither :He, nor'the-Laws of the Land permit to take up Arms 
to oppoſe his Enemies without his Commiſſion : And ſome of 
them freely offering themſelves to raife Forces 'in his Service, 
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Nation; 'ohe-who-defires'nothing amore thin-roideſtioy,: 
Fraine the People; .toichange and-{ubvert: their Laws, and 
Kdjpions5" and by this eſertion, :and Flight leaves his own Liege: 
Feople in the hands, :under the Power, and av the diſpoſal of 
de-ForeignPrince,- {Gon ant nn i ringed 
\jn this State of Afﬀairs it is matter of Confideration, What 
articular perſons, who: are under Oaths of Allegiance to 
L James, by -Vertue of thoſe Oaths are bound to. do. : 
'], Here it'1s plain, that they are not bound to! take up Arms 
nd oppoſe-that: Prince under. whoſe power they were, when 
L. James left them, Becauſe they are bound by the Law nor 
to-take ap; Artns,! or raiſe Forces either for any Friend, or a- 
nin avy Enemy of the Kings, without: his Commiſſion; They. 
kve-no Commiſſion, :and ſo cannot be bound'to do this; for 
1 man can be bound by ' a Legal Oath to do that for which 
the Law condemns them'as highly Criminal, and adjudges them 
the Gallows for: fo-:doing.- 8. - 7 
"IL They are not bound: to: leave their Houſes, and- Families, 
nd follow* K. James," and tender him their Services, becauſe 
hey-afe notiaſlured that'He: is'able to maintain them, or wil- 
Ing t6' receive them; :inasmuch as,1n their abſence another In- 
ndet *may_Gomme;/ and{ſceizempon the Country, and: deſtroy. their 
Ridilies] and: make: their condition deplorable. And-that muſt 
be proſiimied<to'-be as much againft:K :Jaxess: mind; as:again(ſt 
their! owWn,' Beſides;: He! is now'in the power 'of the Old E- 
temy -of 'che- 'Kings-and - People? of. England. '- And: if great 
Nembers: 6f:rhe:'Boghſh: Ihoyld;po:to: Ky: Janes in France; the 
Fredehs ings os es joalgus:of their :deligns, .and:take!'oppor- 
wity to deſtioy. thety} vat beſt He may uſe thei (as: well to. 
Mis Quarrelts:ss K. James's as well againſt him, as for.him. - 
Kides-it 1s notorious: that: He neither; will, nor dares-truſt any 
Nittiber of Armet Proteſtants: to be:in his Country, for ſo ſmall 
itirne as is neceflary; 06 firtherd for any publick Service; + - 
UNE They are. rot bound' by-their: Qaths of Allegiance .ta 
ontifive in the fame ſtate. wherein 'K: Jemes left them. For 
if; , at 
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of:Law: They were: no. lobger»a:People, bay a tonfulgd; mi 


. tude,! every; one did what! be: pleaſed,” none could. command; 
and none could obeyy; But the Mobile, the frum and:Rabble.of 
the Nation ruled All; (as K. Jawes himſelf found by Laney, 
table experience : ) .Now the Oath of Allegiance cannot oblige 
Men::to-contivue 1n this State, becapſe it: was made on: 
to keep .Men from ſuch a State, to ſecure Government, to: ſug. 
port ' Juſtice, and provide for the Execution of Law ; for this 
end the King requires it to. be. taken, and to- this end every 
fingle Man- upon occaſion takes It,' 1 _—_ 
IV. As they are not bound to contimie in that State, ſo they 
are not. bound not to endeavour a deliverance from it, or to 
refuſe the moſt likely, and perhaps: the onely poſſible way to 
get out of it 5. becauſe they. are bound to feek: their own pre- 
ſervation, and-do what in each Mans: power lies, to- {ecurethe 
Common good of the Nation. If K. James by this own default; 
and ill condud, -gives ogcaſion. for an Invaſion; and cannot op- 
po the force of the Invader , but runs. away, and ſhifts for 
imſelf, and: provides. for his own fafety , and ſo leaves by 
People, under the. power of, and at the mercy of the Invade, 
_ and. in ſuch. a.condntion: that they cannot lawfully fight againk 
him, nor: with. reaſon. fly. from him, and whilſt they remain 8 
home; they have:neither Government, nor Juſtice, nor benekt 
of Law, but are obnoxious to the rage and: fury of every Vik 
hin, and” Cut-thioatz in this Caſe, They cannotbe bound bythe 
Oith- of. Allegiance from complying with. preſent neceſlitics,-and 
uſing all for:pofiible:means of their own preſervation-at home. 8 
well as the King provides for his, by flying abroad. 
'V. Since the taking of an Oath is a Volntery aft, win 
Man may do or leave undone, the obligation of it can neve 
be ſuppoſed'to reach -to things: that neither are, ator” canjþ6;j 
his power; If a Man'{wears to. de any thing thes 11s: 19 it; 
abſurd, \agaiaſt 'nature,) or impoſlible, he fins in; making at 
Oath, .but is under.no obligation of performance. We canng} 
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vOach, obligeour ſelves. n&er-2o eat, or drink, or ſleep, be- 
we-xre obliged to-do field things 'by Nature 5'and by-the 
e:Nature. we are obliged to ſeit for prote&tion from Wrong, 
adnjury,- to be fafeguarded in Life and Limb, and to be de- 
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Winded:in our: juſt and-true Rights. Theſe things are under the 
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eftion of: Nature, and are ſo laid upon us by the original 


Frane: and: Make of our beings, that ſubſequent injunCtions of 
Fillto the: contrary are void, and null; becauſe they are Vi- 
etions of Nature, abſurd in themſelves, and morally impoſlible. 


VL From hence now follows one thing to be obſerved, that 


8. we: carinot oblige our ſelves totally to omit theſe, ſo we 


tmnbt: obbge 'Our ſelves to ſaſpend the doing 'of thoſe, at the 


Will:ond Pleaſure of another, 'ſo as to bind our ſelves not to 


(:them, till we receive the Allowance and a&ual' Conſent of 
mither.z becauſe that' other may be fo far diſtant from us that 
mecannot know his Pleaſure, or receive his Allowance at ſuch 
times when the demands of Nature are moſt extreamly prefling 
ypon us." .: We ſleep fomerithes whether we will or no 5 at ©- 
ther: times we cannot (Jeep ; though our Wills are moſt defi- 
wh of it. When a Blow is coming toward the Head, we life 
wour Arms to fend it off from that principal.Part without any 
paceptible act of the Will. Now if our own Wills have o litle 
foamand over us in ſach-Afts as' theſe, they cannot oblige us 
b:ſuſpend the doing of therii'at the Will of another. It is to 
Þobſerved further, that the Obligation to ſeek for Proteti- 
tobe ſafeguarded and defended. is moſt cloſely laid upon 
z and more prefling than any of the other, becauſe our Wills 
k this Caſe have' no power over us,' we muſt and cannot but 
nile, and that at every moment of time : We may oblige our 
es not to eat, or drink, or i{kep for a certain ſpace of time, 
therein we can reaſonably%udge that the Necefiities of Nature 
ul. not overbear us, - and be too prevalent to be reſiſted b 
u::But we cannot oblipe our ſelves not to endeavour Securi- 
F and to be fafepuarded for any Period: of time, becauſe we 
not know whether Extremity, or the moſt urgent Want may 
M require it the very next moment. VII. Seeing 
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- VIE Secing.'wie' are obliged by: Nature. to defire.to be:gf 
guarded,” and:protated from Wrong-and Violence, and no'Ag 
of our Will can oblige-us. not to. endedvour- after it:for a:@; 
| tain Period of- time; it muſt follow from thence, that if'tliee 
be any words in the "Oath of Allegiance', which may. ſeem'ty 
ſpeak, thar particular Perſons chave: thereby bound themſelve, 
to. K.- Fares, tobe his Lieges, at his diſpoſal,: without regard: t6 
their-ownp. Protection, whether, He protett them or no : andil 
though-by his own default he puts himſelf out-of.a Capacityaf 
proteQing.them, fo. that they cannot:ſee how. or: when He'tan 
be able to protett, and ſafeguard them 3: (as: ſupppſe:He prowkes 
a Neighbour-Prince to War againſt him,. and is :vanquiſhedand 
runs. away, ang; leaves them..to:;the-Mercy:of .ſych a Strankers 
yet- they will continue _his Lieges .at: bis diſpoſal, 'withour-any 
Regards for, -or expectations 'of ProteC&tion from him, whether 
He ever. be able to prote@ them, or no.) All fuch words as ſeen 
to ſpeak ſuch a; Stipulation, muſt not. be' interpreted to thar pur: 
poſe ; becauſe it- never was: in_their Power to-contrat upon 
ſach terms, inasmuch -as they are -bound-by- Nature -anteces 
dently to any Ae of their Wills, to provide for Sifety and De 
fence-againſt-Wrong and Violence. ' ' _ - ; 1:12.00 
. -VITE.. It they are; not. bound. to, continue Lieges to. K: Jaw; 
and. at his diſpoſal, whether: he does, ;'or can,:or-is likely :togive 
them ProteCtion-z then they are-not bound not to-contra&;/and 
enter into a new Stipulation with another: to become his Lieges 
in caſe He be able and willing to protect them. For ſeeing the 
Oath of Allegiance can reach no farther than Allegiance, or Li- 
geancy it ſelf does; when Allegianee 1s,no longer due, we' are 
no longer under the Obligation: of that Oath. -Now: Allegiance 
being nothing elſe but according to the known Definition:Vixrculum 
V. Spelman? Gloffor Verb, Licetreis, 219945 inter Subditum Regem,utraſh 
-| danineigitaryerigg toes; Princors . fnuicene conne@ens ; -bunc ad Prote8i 
nempe L:gius Dominus: Subditi ve- 2261 EO juſtum regimen, illos ad trims 
—_— Ls * Page Lizei. & debitamy ſubjeitionem : thatis, achſt 
- es Eng Bond between a. King and a Subjett obi- 

; = og 


. _ Rates : = > _ x GOT TI" aro On " peeing IE _ < Eds _ OS "__ — ENSOINIEES 
; % - ® 4 "2; 0, Fe gent © Oap Ty 


—_—y_ 


Oy 5 BY M Wb” Ca hon OE A OP INCIANANCY 
: , £ of RS. : 4 %> « Wy Sa gp 20 PIE... Os [0,080 be 
, K . A x £ t ay 4 4 «6 _ * dy £23 

ln Yay lien Hs Yoon I ED VE gl ng - NN Le 


on W- I> E- wan - WH CW CH &,, OW OW. HO BER nw 


Cl. bon LEE ro Apa * 4 " 
41 PST IEPES 10%. 2c vt el Conn W Kao Bood nh oe edi 
8 { Wa 24 & ME 6. " SOD AIATN _ » 
p MEL , 
* 4 


«+64; os 
þ FRET. 2 ML s ” 
—_—_ FR © td NH FAS þamag, : 
- + * : - 
+ EY% SY 
> EN. - + y , 
- 


A WO, 

WG? H 

£5 Ho « 
to 


- aaa 
1 or Wei PRF? 
4 Br 


9 
4 


Fe = 

25, - 
1& L FA! - 4 © £546 
4 0 ak "+ 44 , . 6 
* -Y AF & 

4 -J 

{5 SP e:be 

Wy - _—” 


. 
had. P's, i 
Y | Fs 
£4 
4 is 
& 141 ? 
. _ CY 
Tad ITT - 
> YL , C4 4 
p—E . - 
ſi s [ 4 
4 * 


 Jereft of their Protegion, and wart Govertaent and Jultice, 
heanſe a vertain' Mah has no Will that - they ſhonld have it. 
Putin Caſehe-be willing, he maſt openly demand-ir, and. pur 
 #idis Thaim;for- it; or: ſome in- bis behalf. becauſe- che neceſfi- 
| #is-of: Gdvermrient:and-Procteftibn care: fo prefiing ,- that"parti- 


; Perfons canfior: betxaih Jong without it. - And then it mult 


te-olear ; and .manifeſt that he {is the Heir. If there be any - 
dbubt of his Title; 'he.muſt make ic out to full SatisfaRtion.. 

410% Hf they. cam wontradt with ahother, 'they way do it'2s to 
Jecoare ao or ab Regents for if they be no lohger Tie- 
Bok or by Promiſe, either to. & King or Regent. For if the 
Fower be' onde ii bim; he is-King- whether he has'the Name | 
no; and he that Has not che Regal Power, is not King. -Tr 
4 .a;Complement not to.give: the Tirte-to:another, but no Dyu- 


to/biad themſelves either faſter* of looſer; by 


hz it is expediency-and -the;good of the Community that only 
a give a Rule in thar'point: For it is not the Name nor yet the 


deſcending [Title /from Anceſtors thawgives the true Value and 


bimate of a King 3-for:the Name-is' equivota}; and in ſeveral 
Convtries ipnifies a "very different ſlate of Power, - and the de- 


Kevding Title comes-td/ him, Juſt -as other Titles" t6 Eſtates 
 Ome-td other-Mert: That which gives him his true Value is Go- 
Ferntnent, or that which knits him to his People , and his Peo-- 
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pleto'him,,- fo. that-they; become,otie: Body. united- topetiih;. 
= We as Head, :: they. as Membersiz' He influencing and dim OY 
_ they. under Managery . and. Diſpoſal, afid all this: accordingty. 
' the Make and Frame of: that ;particular'Body,| whereof "Het | 
_ the'Head. Thus a:King. as Head, is in; value. an{werable tothe 
.whole Body, . becauſe allchs Parts:.in their: afyities! receiveln. 
fluence and DircQion from him. ;:{t:is the Head that ſees 'Uangey 
and advantagesz and accordingly gives: order to. the Foot 
move forward or backward ,” without. ſuch Notices.and Inflaet. 
ces the whole: cannot be preſerved, each part muff loſe 48 
'vities, and all.the Advanrages:it hath in-the'preſent Stdte of bang, 
_ Upon this; aceaunt it is;\that-the Arm: puts vp; it {{lf, to fuſſy, 
| to bear; .to receive the impending blow; :which' was: defignd 
againſt. the Hegd, : becauſe by the. Preſetyation of that;::the. 
whole. js ſecured, Thus a King as Head:influercing the whole, 
isin value as: great. as all the People. | But zf:we')pat- theiCaſe 
either - i}; Body, natural, . or: Body. politick;::that: all: inflacncy 
from the. Head are intercepted, and no direQtion comes' to'the- 


z 


Members. from it; then each part begins:ta have a-value'sf 
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its own; which may be as much :or::greater[than. that ofithe 
Head-z for it is tbe uſcfalneſs that! gives; the rtrue; value tothe 
Head 2 whilſt allthe Senſes: ape With it, and allithe Nervs 


. 


and Muſcles, are-under. the Managery of it, if theſe: be direded 
-accordipg to- their. natural: Ativities, infinite are the Benifit 
that :come- from; the : government: of the | Head. : But:if the 
gatural;zHead :cquJd: be capable rof-taking a''froward: Copith 
againſt; the; Body; and;:would notopermit the Eyes to be.bpen, 
or. the-Ears;to;hear,; ox: the Mouths to [receive :in.youriſhmem; 
or. the -Nerves ito move: the parts, or would: contrive” to 
' theſe things not in the; ways: and methods; of Nature, but by 
appointments of jts own 3 as ſappoſe jt-ſhpuld cult off the Joyiits 
of; the Fingers and: Toes, : of the: Artis, Legs and:Thighs;ar d faſt 
en. them; again with. Wires, inſtead: of :Nerves 3 in; this. Caſe 
the Head could not effeually influence' thoſe parts as former- 
"ly, nor could they be” alike plyant to the directions a” " 
| | : 
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band {o the. Head would be: leſs uſeful to the whole, and 
laquently of leſs :valyeiin-it ſelf, Now perhaps: ſuch' a. Ca- 

ae ncycr cntred-into.:acHead natural , but \ politick Heads 
have- often; aQed-in fimilar ways to it ; They have lighted the 
oper-Conveyances, -whereby,. according to the Frame of eſta-. - 
billed ;Gaverpments, the effects of their Power ſhou}d'deſcend 
warn to the: People, ang ſet up! new ways and. methods of 
her:own, Contrivance, and have taken:upon them. to-rule by 
ard Humor:iand Projet, without {ard againſt- the Laws of 
the,eſftabliſhed Government; .and! it :may. be: againſt their own 
'Quhs, whereby they. have nulled. the mutual Truſts, that Choutd 
b-hetween King:and: Peaple., and.brokenthe. Bonds that na- 
{rally unite One '$q.the/ ather,; whereby they;beconie one Bo- 
0y-politick, and'fo.they;:thave-made themſelves - uſeleſs to the 
Fcople, andthe People to them, - In ſuch a Caſe whatever 
tbe Title js, yet [the true. yalue ofthe King neceſlarily decreaſes, 
[$6;he. becomes, not anſwerable imivalug to:the:whole People. - 
Mt: 1f there-happens to he-a. Separationi of one: from'the other, 
Mer.;by:Death ;.. or; manifeſt. Abrenuociation,. or Abdication, 
&;plenary*DerelifQtion or: it:be:adubitary;Dereliction : but 
[Ni a. One 28: leaves the, People: bereft: of. Law: and Juſtice, - 
mir Proyiſians' for. theiriSecurity., and” withour ſafficienc 
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paund.' of -hbope; that :upen; his return; he-:witl-:ley, afidel his 
miſchievous Proje&t of governing according: to Pleaſure, - but 
Soket the: Influences of Regal Power deſcend to the People 
[Bithe..regular and avowed, ways which: the Laws of the- eſta- 
hed: Government! require; In theſe Caſes as: the-. People are 
ow-3 King, fo: they muſt: baveCanothies in bis Head: who 
muſt be ſubſtituted in .the: ſame, way -thak'the-other was :inſti- 
[M943 [that ; is;1;by:: ereqting- mutual. Truſts: 1n:0he_atother , 
Yuen. only-xan; effefually.;and ſolemnly, be ' done, by giving 
Watakmg mutual-Qathsto:a0d from ape-another. 5 >; - © 

blo Eahey:ican-mamaatt with another fo as:t0 become bis 
RAE, Andbbe,their Kingy they ghay, then: cake,Oaths-to Him. 
For, ;the-;Onths: which 6; James) toak! 40: them; and they-to, 
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muſt as long: as: he:hrves- Ex, 44 dir Kingj-an@ bly hs - theati . 4 


inaſmich 7 as/ notwithſtandinp: thoſe Oaths hetmay; ifs he: w 


| > renounce, and abdicate, and entirely deſert the Govemmen Xs. 


and upon ſuch Renunciation, 'Abdication;' andplenary” Deſertiqn 
they-no longer: are or -can:beihis People. From: henee-it mb 

follow: that-in- certain Cafes: there:may'be a ſeparation of Kh 

from-People, and ſo of Reople from King,” notwithftanding-theip! 
Oaths mutually taken and piven to. one another's and! then h6/ 
People muſt be at: Liberty/to: become Subjefs: to another, ad! 
by new Oaths- to ſecure; Him of their Fidelity,, without whit 


they can never become-a-Peopley or Body Politick/- Fherefors: 


in: ſuch-a Cafe they- may'take'new' Oaths, 'and the preſtmy-oits: 


cumſtances of' our Aﬀairs will "make ſuch" a+ Caſe; i he-yre 


miles be true. 


All this'is ade-bur, yet fome will not allow i it, becauſe & i 


are under: an: opinion, that: thei wn arr are-tyed-faſter: by thi 


Oaths:toi the: King, * than 'the: King is bychis; 'to: them,” ail. 


conſequently they: think" thar'if a King ſhould. iwprudently- of 


raſhly. deſert his- People, yet- He: may at ipleafure renfſume the! 


Government overithem; and require them-to' return to-theiris- 


bedience, andithe duty of :Subjetszy becauſe he:had'a Tithews; 
the Regal power, and an Dftate catnor be forfeited bye Miſtaly | 


or act. of Imprudenoe. * 


Now this 'Opinion- is altogether groundleſs, It- havino & fois 2 
dation from the nature of. Oaths, and is /contrary--to- the. 


nature of Truth ;* and:whereas all the high Poropativerof!Kingy 


ſuppoſe the good of the Conimunity, 't this withias” reaſon d& | 


prives it. of all poſſible means of::Safety. /' AC of uſe 
. XI. They ought: +to-take the Oaths, becauſe thereby: theywil 
get: again into a- ſtate of Government, become a- People , hs 

the benefit of: Laws, be ſecured: from: Violenoe;; and: Win 7 


| All theſe they muſt defire-and endeavour' "ufteti5-it'is-noti one o_ | 


their Intereſt, but 'Duty to do-5t.  And/withour Oaths: v 
only. can- beget mu truſty; and [6 ercato' a-ſiifficient: power; 
| none 


# nuns 5 can. \e-2E. And: wh oyldt 
ER echo lave« their: Lives; their: [Had wy their: ty 
their Religion, the/publiolt: good,” and: the good of the 

nitys- they mult be inclined to doit. For-all: _ 

_given-over as loſt, if ever K. Jaxves can-have. ſufficient 

ty axecnte- his Will. Once-be. manifeſtly. and notoriouſly ag 

ſyned che: Subverſion: of all: theſe, and-there is. not. the leaſt:  - 

{ gument; that He either has, or is in the leaſt _likelitood to: 

Sap his-purpoſesi There is nothing; can:ſtop- men from::a&t- 

ig in fuch a Caſe as this, but'a clear ConviRtion that the thing: 

> WH t@-be: done-is ſinful and; wicked. Now: it is-hard: to think, 

; us s. It can be, to make uſe of neceſſary. means; at a fair 

which is put into their 'hands,. without their ſeek- 
'tof \proſievetticir Lives,-their Liberties, their:Religion, the 
eral Sd of the Community. But yet: this: ſeems: to: be: a 
fecal thereby K. James may loſe his Rights; that to which 
hewas boro; and ought-t to-have bythe, Law, from: whence by 
fkixce” ke i is outed; and- cannot: recover. without the aſliſtanes: of 
kiProple. | To-thisivanſwered(- ThavifK, Jamer kept to Law, 
nd. had: Been: contented' with the Rights whicty he had: by Law, 
fecould'never-liave been: outed';; butithe ſtrerches-his. power 

- ME &yond the Law;  anc> depends upon. Force te-ſupport that-power, 

BD &may-by, force: Joſe his'own; and the Hay none. to blame: but 

F is ſelf for es the org. xp of others: 


6 Rig Hog tis true tbo thaee por Shes Hy | 
aw., abd- every 'one-of them-is-bound by Nature; and Reaſon 
xcordirrg; to 'Law to - preſerve their: own Rigins. Now ht 
r King, invades the Rights of his SubjeQs, and takes-from:them 

te benefit- of Legal: defence of theſe Rights, in ſuch a:Caſe. as 

if they do- not! reſift;-and oppoſe cforce-to force; they: muſt 
be ſaid to comply with: the Def@rme of Paſſive Obe Obedience-1 a . 
| | s 
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pou 
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high : Degree. But if in ſuch a time a Neighbor Prioce, wary i 
agairſſt this King,: and outs.him of his power, may not the;People 
be willing- ro receive "thoſe; Rights which they ought to--haye 
badby:Law, or arethey bound. co neglett their own rights which 
they ought. to.have by Law, and endeayor to. recover the Kings; 
power of doing what he will, as well againſt Law, as accordingto. 
Law. Inthis Caſe it is.certain-that,men may, and will; and inxgq 
ſon ought toi provide. for themſclves,. becauſe here the god of the 
Community. 4s: on. their; ſide,” which in. other Caſes, 1s  involyed 
in the King,-: and; ſpeaks for-him: for wehn_ he. a&ts withaut 
that; and: to the:detriment. of that, men cannot be for .him 4- 
gaidſt themſelves. 75 oF 55:2kk 35 ot ( E521 | Rs Fee be dl 
. [Therefore it. muſt be: concluded;;:that it is :not the . People, 
but the King! that' brings this miſchief upon himſelf, and it he 
does loſe -his own by. endeavoring to get more than. his on, 
it is his'own Fault, not! the Peoples Sin. -;, | 
Here two; things-are well oO be weighed. ; Firſt, [That there 
is,a great deal bo differencehetween obedience to. the: Laws of 
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a King: and obedience ;ta;the Will af a King; ,and conſequent 
a-great deal; of: difference between, afliſtances to,-him in the one 
Caſe, and affiſtances-to him-in-the. other.. Obedience toi his Law 
is-necellary, but obedience; to bis Will. and, Pleafure. is ng; 
Tt-is the'fault, and a. Sin-in Subjetts, if; they: do.not obey,. an 
afliſt him in the: Execution: of, Lawz But ,jt way; be a fauk, 
and fin to obey, and affiſt. him jn the Execation- of his. Will, 
In the.one Caſe, a man: deſerves tq be; hanged,.. if. he does not 
affilt, and; in the other he may deſerve to. oy 6 it he does; i © 
where there. is ſo.-bigh| a Puniſhment; juſtly, Ls 0 nfl; 

4 
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- Aftion, that Aion cannot he a Duty.z and the 0 

Ccannat, 'be. a Sin. -Now. if the; ;preſent:caſe: be ſuch, [That, 
People;of England have no. grounds:not to think that, K. Janzs 
requires their afliſtance. to inable. himjto carry .on his former 
purpoſes of ſubverting the Law, the; Religion, the Rights, t 
Liberties: of.the People, and of making himſelf abſolute: Lo i 


of all. and his Peoplemere Slaves; in.this Cafe ghey cannot | 
Þ--.7 | ; {5-0 mol 
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hound. toaſt, him;- becauſe | | 
offiſt him 5 and; each one that ſerves to. thoſe purpoſes does as 
"auch deſerve to-be hanged, as a falſe Judge does, who 1n com- 
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uſe they. are bound: by Law not to 


— 


, 


-plyance with the Kings Command againſt Law takes away the 


Lives, and Eſtates of the People. 


$.4 - F 


'*. Secondly, -There is a great deal of difference berween the . 


 ffiſtances- that are to be: given to a King whilſt he continues 
'the Government, and keeps up the Courle of Laws, and the 


Forms of Juſtice; and the afliſtances that are to be' given him 
after Deſertion, when the Government is down, and the People 

are left in a miſerable Condition without Law” add Juſtice, 
without Support and Defence, '- In the firſt caſe 'the People are 
bound not onely not to reſiſt in many things that are hard-and 
gxievous 3 but to afliſt' a-King in the doing of many things _ 
that may be doubtful, perhaps not ſo well,: and perhaps ill, per- 
haps: without. Law , and-perhaps againſt Law 3. but ſuch as they 


n.their private judgments may think to. be warranted by Re- 


gal Rights, or the Kings Prerogative, or perhaps they may 
think the King wiſer-than themſelves, and he may-deſign the 
publick Good, though he ſtretches ſomewhat beyond his Pow- 
er. Now. in; theſe! Caſes many- things may. be.done -amiſs, yet 
go keeping :up;;of Government, and the: continuance of the 
orms of Law ;and Juſtice, are ſo much for the good of the 


n 


Community , that it may- be accounted .-a- Compenſation for 
thoſe. Ills 5 and at leaſt excuſe, if not; require ſuch Aſliſtances, 
-. But if a, Govexnment be broken. up, - arid the People: by the 
nithdrawing.of the King, are:left without any. Proviſions for 
Law: and. Juſtice,.'deſtitute. of all Helps and Supports for' their 
defence againſt Wrong and Violence; in this Caſe if their for- 
mer. King require their Aſliſtances, they. are free to conſider, 
and: they :are bound to. underftand, upon: what account they 
ae to give it... For: if:He ſhould deſign to: uſ> their Afſiſtance 
to.1]l purpoſes, to-kill. or ;roþ the. People; to deprive. them of 
their Eſtates, . ro fubvert- the Conftitution of the Government, 
or. the eſtabliſhed Prozeſtant Rehgion'; if he ſhould 'by'itheir 
2 : Help 
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xernment ; they thetnſclves are zxcountable 0-God 
and. with their Afliſtances: Here they have 'tiethmy to ple 
in excuſe for their Ations from >the (poed of the Commiity, 
_ becauſe that is:not. provided for, but! they ithemſelves wc an- 

ſwerable for cvery thing :they"do, ; without, zor againſt Low, 
and they-are at leaft as guilty 'Taftramenis of Ruge- and Vid- 
lence, as.any Miniſter of State cars be, who in imes of 'Paje, 
in.complyance with -a Kings Will does mnoft anjuſtly killa 
ſpoil the People. DCE T0 Fi ; 53 = ys Py ae 7 22-5 IR 
-;;; Theſe things | well conſidered, -it: will ealily appear, Thitht 
cannot be' the Peaples: Sin, if K. Famer. ſhould loſe his Rijfhts 
for want of their Afiftance. "Becauſe in the preſent Cirem- 


Country, for all the Milckieſs thar he iy d00by 'dveir' mai, i) 


ſtances they are. no, more obliged to- aſfift 'Him , - thiti ig 


would have been to a{liſt a Fellow-fubject againſt an/iNjit 
ous and_ tyrannical AR of his, whilft:he kept-'up Govett- 


ment. In that. Caſe the: gaod. of the Community, .and 'the 


great Benefit which. ..every one receives from Governmihi, 
might well oblige a ;calamitous Perſon. to paliive 'Obedieti, 
or to be content to. ſuffer wrongfallys and -it might well oþ- 


lige all- others not 'to tumultuate or to Uiſtutb the publick 


Weal for the regaining of his Right. In borh Caſes men at 


obliged to Pity and. Charity, but not to Afliſtances with. 


Force of Arms, becauſe the Good of the Community in both 
Caſes are alike againſt ſach Adtions. For ithe late 'K. Jamer 
having left the P eople without proviſion for Law.and yy 


and without Government 3 is now as: much- deſtitute of ity. 


Plea from thence, as the injur'd Subjet ever was : and:he 
that now aRts in his behalf, has no Securky that he doe 
not ad. againſt great and .important Duties 5 all that which 
_ he ows to; his Country, his People, his Religion, his God'3 
he is. not ſecured. but that he aQs for Will, __ Law'; 
for Tyranny ; againſt Juſtice 5 for. Idolatry, againft 


- 


ty ; to pull down. Truth, and-co ſet_up a Lye; a —_—Y 
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ſt -ipppdent that ever was, which has always advanced 
* elf by Infolence and Cruelty, without: Regard to the Law 
"of God, or Man, | | | 
He that thinks of theſe things may well allow himſelf time 
to confider before he undertakes to At. And he that does 
ſo, will: foon find that there is a vaſt difference between Paſ- 
fe: Qbedience, and Ative Aſliſtances; For tho a Man may, 
' ad is bound -to ſuffer wrongfully for his Conſcience, and for 
his Religion, from an 111 Maſter, an 11] Governor, or an ill 
1 Wl Ling, as St. Peter intimates rx. Pet. 2. 19. yet he. is not bound 
to. affiſt, to fight for, to ſupport him in the doing thoſe 11] 
t fl things; S: Pav!: Row. 'x 3. requires Chriſtians to be Subje# to the 
ligher ' Powers, not -t0 reſiſt the- power,” to laok upon him who 
. WH beafeth' the Sword as a Miniſter of God, a revenger to e&x- 
; i cove wrath: wpor bins that doth evil. By thoſe injunctions 
. Wl be obligeth them to. Paſſive Obedience, not to tumultuate, 


, WH at to. difturb Government, but to live peaceably and qui- 
WW &ly, whether the higher Powers were good or bad men, 
, WH nd-that too whether they. had good or bad Titles to thoſe 
WH Powers 3 for that was for their own Good, and for the Good 
8 & the Community. Therefore he exhorts them further , 
i 1. Tiry, 2. 2. to pray for Kings, and all that are in Authority; 
WI ibat- is; whether they be good or bad Men, whether they 
i kd good: or bad -Tiles 5 for this end ': That they might. 
Wl 4d 2 quiet and peaceable life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty 5 
Wl that is, becauſe this tended to their own Good, and the 
, i Good of the Community. Nero who then was the higheſt 
| Power, and bore the Sword , was - certainly a very bad 
Wl Man; and he had no. Title to the Power, for he got the 
I peſſeſlion againſt the Right of the true Heir, by a ſeafon- 
| If #be- poyſoning of Clawdins his -Anteceſior; yet he being in 
; If Polleſiion, che Chriſtians are. commanded to ſubmit, and be 
I bj, not. to reſiſt, but to: pray. for him. This will not 
; I Þ+:cafily thought to. have: been. required in Favour: of Him 
93 for bis ſake, but for. the NY LY St. Paul g_ 
: that 
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that the Chriſtians who. were under” his* Power'might "uy 
peaceable ' and” quiet -lives, - ini the Profeſſion, ' and Pradtice of 


-” by 


their Religion, - or zz all Godlineſs and Honeſty.” -: , -)f;; 
Thus far- then, and upon . this accompt it may be granted 
that Chriſtians are obliged to be ſubjet, not to reliſt, 


pray for Emperors and Kings; ſo that we keep in mind, 


that 'all theſe Duties refer to them, as they .-are Powers,. 4; 
they bear the” Sword, as they. are' in Amthority 3 that is,''1 
they ' keep up Rule, and Order, and *Government, amongſt 
the - Societies of Men. But- if it ſhould happen that any 
ſuch a one, .either- Emperor or King , ſhould lay aſide his 


Power , throw away his Sword, make himſelf uncapable: of 


executing Wrath upon evil doers , be not in Authority, but 
far our of it, that he cannot contribute toward their kad- 
ing a peaceable and quiet. life; if he withdraw ſo from Go- 
vernment, that he leaves the People without benefit of Law 
and Juſtice 3 in theſe Caſes, there is nothing in thoſe Texts 
that refer to Him, nothing that obliges the People either to 
paſſive- Obedience, or any other Duty in reſpect of Zn. 

So much for the. underſtanding the Nature of and the Objj 
gation to Paſſive Obedience; it is a Duty incumbent upon 
Chriſtians in certain Cafes, for certain ends and 'purpoſes.- - 

But as to- Active Affiſtances by fighting and warring for 
one Pretender againſt another, or in- behalf of a right Titk 
to a Crown againſt a bad one, Scripture gives no direQions, 
lays no duty upon Chriſtians, but leaves them to the Laws 
of their ſeveral Countrys, to the Obligations: they are un- 
der in Civil Societies. Fo nogh | | 


. Suppoſe that Nero ' at the coming of Galba, had eſcaped 


Death, and withdrawn out of the Territories of the Empire, 
.and left the People, juſt as K. James did, without mak- 
ing any Proviſion for Law and -Juſtice 3 would the Chriſt 
ans then, by Virtue of their Chriſtianity, have been obliged 
to take-up Arms in his behalf, to recover his Rights, and 


reſettle him in the Power > What Text can be cited for ſuch 
$6:ot | RT. 2 
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Wi:Duty as this'? St, Par! bleſſes: God that he was: once de- 
ſoered from the mouth of -this Lyon; and muſt ſucceeding 
Chriſtians: after his Death and cruel Rm , be obli- 
to offer themſelves to that Mouth? muſt they inable him 
to crantch and tear in-pieces as many as he pleaſes, and execute 
dl the direful effe&s of his Rage and Fury. This is againſt 
Humanity.; and cannot be a Chriſtian Dofrine 5 it was cer- 
tainly. enough for ſome of them to ſubmit, and ſuffer wrong- 
fully, and- perform all the Duties of a Paſſive Obedience ,_ 
whilſt others under his Government might perhaps live peace- 
able and quiet lives, or elſe received ſome Benefits of the u- 
ſual Forms of, Law. Whatever more. than this. they might 
have done in Fits behalf, had been more than their Duty, as 
they were Chriſtians; and if they had prevailed for his Reſtoration, 
they muſt have looked upon themſelves, as the Cauſes of all the 
Miſchiefs and Outrages which he would have committed. 
' But ſuppoſe another Caſe a little nearer to the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, and perhaps may hit the Thoughts of ſome par- 
ticular Perſons. - What if Drocleſiaz had reaſſumed the Pur- 
ſe, and redemanded the Imperial Throne, which he had not - 
; fevally and formally renounced , or abdicated : If. he had 
| WH done this after that time, when Conſtantine was 1n_ poſſeſſion 
of the Power, and had declared himſelf a Chriſtian, and re- 
8 folved to ſupport Chriſtianity ; I ſay what if he, or his Friends 
"I at that time had made their Argument, . and ſent abroad this 
Wl Plea in his behalf? That: he was once Emperor, owned and 
' 8 icknowledged as ſuch, in full exerciſe of the Power, he had 
"WH never Demiſed, or Abdicated, or Deſerted the Government; 
(for ſo his Colleague Maximianus Hercnleus really thought, 
Þf 20d did actually reafſume, and perſuaded Dzocleſiar. to do the 
i ime) he had withrawn-indeed, and ſtept aſide to his Gardens 
at Salone, to ſee how his Cabbages thrived ; to take care that 
they were well ordered, ſo that they might live and grow, and 
become atlength great according to his Wiſhes; but he is now re- 
turned, and demands his former Rights, and expeds that the Peo; 
ple ſhould come in to his Aſſiſtance. C 2 Here 
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Here" the Query: is, 'what-the | Chriſtians would: and whit 
they-ought to do'?: And: what can. we think > Would they 
leave their Coxſtuntixe, their deareſt Friend , their Brothe; 
_ Ehriſtian, their Delzverer.z the greateſt. Bleſſing that Gad hag 
ever given: to the Chriſtian Name 3 one that freed 'em from 
Slavery and Miſery, from the Racks and Gibbets by which 
other Chriſtians bad formerly ſuffered , and - were then anew 
defigned againſt thew, and actually preparing for them ?' Ong 
who had ſecured to them the common Rights of Liberties and 
Properties, which by Law they, ought to have ; and which 
. others were complotting injuriouſly , by Force and Violencs 
to ſnatch from them 2 What can we' think ? That Diocleſus 
their Enemy, a known Perſecutor, a furious [3cfigner againſt 
themſelves, their Lives, their Religion, might be able to exc- 
cute all the miſchievous parpoſes, which he or the nau 
People . about him might contrive 2 He that can think that 
the Chriſtians would have. done this, be muſt have expreh 
clear Texts to prove that this was their Duty ; or elſe bs 
muſt tAink that they were mere Bedlams, and Mad Men. And 
when he has done that , 'he muſt conclude too , that God 
the Father had refolved, that his Son Chriſt ſhould never 
have a Kingdom in this World ,- to be fare not that which 
is promiſed. to: be jet zpoz a Hill, unto which: all Nation 
wwight reſort 5 bat that he had :predeſtinated Chriſtians not 
only to a Pargatory , but a Hell in this World, from whence 
there is. no Redemption : For if they muſt chooſe Miſery, 
when they have the greateſt Appearances polible, that he by 
his Providence, works molt effeQually for their delivery, then 
they muſt be miſerable without hope of Recovery. 
Many more things mighc be added to ſhew that the 
Chriſtians Duty and Intereſt go the ſame: way in- this, 
and ſuch like Cafes; but it belongs te the Adverſary, if 
there be any ſach, to prove Chriſtians ander duty by Chriſts 
Law to give Adive Aitances either. to Nero, or Diocleſian, 
or any hike them, for the recovery of their - TE 
519. | they 
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[ Community. without any benefit of Prote&ion, and Defence 
from them. 'It was enough for them to be ſubmitted unto, 
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thit we ſhould; ſuffer 'em, and ſuffer for them. 
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Obedience and the falſe plea's for Ative Afliſtances. 
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o be not reſiſted whilſt they were - the powers, and bore 
the Sword. And it was enough for the Chriſtians - to be 
under Paſſive: Obedience all that time, and they. were fuf- 
fciently exerciſed with it. Beyond this it is not conceivable 
that God: would lay any farther Duty upen them. He might 
u-well command them to put Swords into mad-mens hands, 
4 oft as they. find. them difſarmed; He may as well com- 
nmd. them to bang themſelves for the ſport of Foals; for 
t'is mach the ſame thing to affiſt thoſe in the regaining 
of -loſt power, who will certainly rack , hang, and pibber 
them. - 
. No publick Good, no true Right of Princes, no Intereſt 
of Religion can be forced to ſpeak one word in this Caſe, 
tho.cach. of them moſt apparently and ſtrongly plead for 
the Duty of Paſſive Obedience. | | 
.It is not :for the Publick Goad to favor the Carfſe of 
kerce, violent, . heady,. bold preſumptuous men, or of thoſe 
that ſet up thew own wills and bumours againſt Law, and 
Juſtice. | Whilſt they are Powers, the publick Good requires 
But if they diveſt :themſelves of Power, whether with 
dfign, oc by.. miſtake, . their - Cauſe 3s' not favorable, the 
Tick Good is no way concerned for - them, if it be not 
for the avoidance of a greater Evil, If they be catched 
vith a Why-not, who can help it? if they will go, none 
xe bound to fetch them back, their Rights as they are 
Princes do not require it; and there js no Vertue, no point © 
of Religion that dyes 6blige wen to it. | 
- I have been long in; this point on purpoſe to free mens 
thoughts from Confuſion. and Miſtake, that they may ſee 
what vaſt difference there is betwixt the Duty of Paſſive 
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